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Yule “Log”
by Judith King

Bedford Retirement 
Education Centre

Quite a number of people in 
Gamlingay use the REC and 
will be well aware of the many 
courses and activities there. 
Courses range widely from 
Bridge to Watercolour Painting, 
from Yoga to Current Affairs. 
(To find out more about REC: try 
www.recbedford.co.uk.)

Now, the REC life writing 
class is about to launch a new 
website called “RECless”. The 
idea is that members of the REC 
can submit their recollections, 
stories about their family 
history, colourful episodes from 
their lives, their triumphs and 
tragedies, large or small.
As “RECless” is expected to 
appear from 7th December, the 
first theme is “Christmas”. If 
you log on to the website, www.
reclessbeds.co.uk, you will find 
Christmas stories to surprise you, 
to make you chuckle, to touch 
your heart! So please log on and 
give it a try. 

There is space for comments and 
the writers would be happy to 
hear from you.

A Quiet Day for Christmas
at St Mary’s Church, Gamlingay

A time to sit in quietness and take stock.
The church will be open on 12th December from 

9.30am until 8pm.
Prayers will be said at 9.30am, 12.30pm, 4.30pm and 

7.30pm
Please feel free to spend some quiet time in the 

church when you wish.

Christmas Mini Market

St Mary’s Church Everton
Saturday 3rd December 10am -.2pm

A variety of Christmas stalls, raffle, games and 
activities for Children, refreshments

For more information tel: Linda Bycroft 692 319

Raising Funds for VSO
by Sarah Sanders

On Sunday 9th of October I ran the Royal Parks Half Marathon 
for Voluntary Service Overseas, the international development 
organisation that works through volunteers to fight poverty in 
developing countries. VSO brings people together to share skills, 
build capabilities, promote international understanding and action and 
change lives to make the world a fairer place for all. 

This is a big thank you to everyone who sponsored me as it really 
helped me get round the course knowing that I was raising funds for 
such a worthwhile cause. With your generous support I managed to 
beat my personal target by raising £584.99.
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The Gazette needs help.
We need a new Treasurer, as Louise Hickson no longer has sufficient 
spare time to continue.

If you are able to assist, please ring Louise on 01767 650 349 for 
further details. Thank you

Although the weather was a bit drizzly and humid it was a very 
enjoyable run taking in 4 Royal Parks and some of the major 
landmarks in London. The supporters en-route were brilliant and 
helped me get round in just over two hours, not bad considering I had 
only just got back from nearly a month in East Africa.

I am now thinking about my next challenge!
Thanks again

Discover the unseen geology beneath your feet
7.00pm Friday 13th, January, 2012

Learn about the landscape history of the HATLEY 
district

The Village Hall, Hatley St. George
Discover the ‘Hatley Channel’ for yourself

A slide show with Dr Steve Boreham of 
Cambridge University

Were there elephants at HATLEY too ?
Tickets from: Mick Marshall, Village Shop/Post Office 

Hatley St George
01767-650971, mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk

£5.00 on the door
£4.50 for pre-booking

Glass of wine and nibbles included.
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News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George

Church Services

Every Sunday morning 10:45am
(with Sunday club for children)

Communion is always celebrated on 
the first Sunday of each month.

All age Family service 10.45 last 
Sunday of each month 

Christmas celebrations

Tuesday 6th December 7.30pm Carols 
with the Salvation Army. The annual 
Salvation Army visit - Christmas starts 
here!
Sunday 11th December after morning 
service - GBC Christmas meal and 
Party

Sunday 18th December:
10.45am Carol service with Sunday 
Club
3.30pm Messy Church leading into 
Church nativity service
6.00pm Carols by candlelight An all 
age service of carols, nativity and 
celebration of the magic of Christmas

Christmas Day, 25th December 
10.00am Christmas Day Service
Bring a present and celebrate Jesus, the 
real Christmas gift

For Children:
Sunday Club 
Every Sunday 10:45am 
(half way through service)

‘Messy Church’ children 5 to 9 years
This month (18th December) at 3:30pm 
leading into Candlelit Nativity Service, 
see above for Christmas details

Dear Readers,

In the mid-70’s Neil Young was packing out huge arenas in the US for his rock concerts and was attracting a devoted following 
in the UK. There was great anticipation and excitement when he arrived in London to play a concert. The crowd must have 
buzzed with anticipation as they queued to get in to the venue (I think it was the Royal Albert Hall) hoping to hear some of 
the classic songs from his repertoire that many of them had probably practised on their acoustic guitars in their bed-sits and 
bedrooms. Imagine their disappointment when the whole set was made up entirely of new and hitherto unknown songs from his 
new album, Tonight’s the Night, 
There is something in human nature that feels let down when what we expect fails to materialise. It is particularly difficult to 
cope with changing from what is familiar and trusted in order to make way for something new and different.

I think there are always some folk who leave churches over the Christmas period feeling saddened because their favourite carol 
wasn’t sung at the service (may I apologise to you in advance!). I understand that feeling of sadness because I know what it 
feels like when what you really hope for doesn’t happen. But sometimes our disappointment is an indication of our reluctance 
to accept change or something new. It’s a salient Christmas message: life doesn’t stand still. Christmas is less an excuse to 
wallow in sentimental nostalgia but is more an opportunity to witness how the unexpected, the fresh, the new, can revitalise our 
very being. You don’t get much fresher then a new born baby, who from the moment of birth bursts into the world, changing 
everything and everyone from that moment on.

Without those things which are new and different we would get stuck in an endless cycle of looking over our shoulder hankering 
after what we know. The bursting forth of a baby at Christmas propels us into the unknown region where a new possibility of 
love and compassion promises hope to all humanity. Merry Christmas.

Revd Steven Rothwell

Services December 2011
Sunday 4 Dec Advent 2 8am Holy Communion G

10am First Sunday Service
(Stepping Stones at 
9.30am)

G

6pm Evensong E
Sunday 11 Dec Advent 3 8am Holy Communion E

9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist H

Monday 12 Dec From 
9.30am 

Quiet Day for 
Christmas 

G

Sunday 18 Dec Advent 4 9.30am Parish Eucharist & 
Stepping Stones

G

4pm Christmas Carols E
6pm Christmas Carols G

Monday 19 Dec 7pm Christmas Carols H
Saturday 24 
Dec

Christmas 
Eve

4pm Christingles Service E

4pm Christingles Service G
Midnight Mass E
Midnight Mass G

Sunday 25 Dec Christmas 
Day

9.30am Parish Eucharist G

10am Lessons and Carols E
11am Christmas Eucharist H

Sunday 2 Jan Epiphany 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday G
6pm Evensong E

Dear Friends,

2011 has been a busy and eventful year for Gamlingay Baptist Church; we have seen 
some major changes – we are growing and we have now have a number of families 
with children within the congregation and this has meant some major changes, not least 
the beginning of a weekly Sunday Club (a modern, fun version of Sunday School) and 
monthly Messy Church. For me, this has meant changes in the way I think, plan and 
prepare. 

As Christmas approaches, this joyful Christian festival, takes on an extra special magic 
when viewed through the eyes of a child. Far beyond the glitter of tinsel, chocolate 
and presents, is the wonder of the birth of a baby – an extraordinary baby, who was 
heralded by angels, welcomed by shepherds, hunted by soldiers and worshipped by 
kings. Through this baby, God was communicating with us. 

You might wonder what He was communicating – in the Old Testament, we see Him 
in glory and awesome majesty at Sinai (Exodus 19), a consuming fire, on whom no 
one can look and live (Exodus 33:20). In the Old Testament, we see His might, His 
creative power and His intense holiness, so when the Creator God entered His creation 
as a baby at Bethlehem, He was communicating something quite different.

Rather than terrify us into submission, God, the Consuming Fire, was becoming small, 
vulnerable, approachable: revealing the great heart of love He has for each and every 
human. He is no less holy, no less powerful, but in becoming human, He shows just 
how awesome He is in entering His creation and becoming one of us. In Jesus, God 
draws close, God draws alongside us in gentleness and grace. There’s no wonder 
children find the events of Bethlehem, 2000 years ago, so appealing. 

Through this child, God makes contact with humans, through this child, who is God 
made flesh, God opens His arms to welcome us. In adulthood, through the cross, Jesus 
pays the full penalty for all human wrongdoing and seals God’s invitation to a new 
relationship, to get re-connected with our Creator. R.S.V.P. 

Merry Christmas!

James. 
Alpha - The Alpha Course is an informal evening set around a meal for those who 
want to find out more about Christianity. You are warmly invited! Please contact 
James, our minister for details of the next course.

Weekday Meetings
House Groups:(Venue as announced)
Mondays 10:00am, Thursdays 7:45pm

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm and 3:00pm every Monday for prayer, all are 
welcome.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast Saturday 17th December 8:00am.
An inspirational time of sharing, prayer and breakfast together

Coffee morning, Thursday 15th December 10.00am to 11.30am(in aid of Sinai 
Orphanage, Madras). Sinai Orphanage takes in street children and aims to give them 
a good start in life.  Why not join us for tea/coffee and cake?



NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRE-SCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com 
Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org

Farewell to Jeannette
Sunshine Pre-School recently had 
it’s AGM where it’s Chair of four 
years, Jeannette Wadeson, stood 
down and new chair Hayley Hunt 
was elected. Sunshine Pre-School 
held a party to say a big thank you 
to Jeannette for all her hard work 
over the years, The photo showing 
her with some of the children 
before they enjoyed eating her 
‘Sunshine’ cake! We would also like 
to take this opportunity to thank 
all past and current committee 
members and staff for all their 
hard work and support. Jeannette 
wanted to write an open letter 
which is written below.

“It doesn’t seem possible that I 
became Chairperson at Sunshine 
Pre-School four years ago now. 
I went along to the first AGM 
soon after my daughter started 
attending there, we were new 
to the village and I thought it 
would be a good way to meet 
new friends. Little did I realise 
I would walk out as their new 
Chairperson !

It took me a while to get used to 
my new responsibilities and lots of 
challenges were to follow, being 
interviewed by Ofsted being one 
of them !! 
Over the years I have seen many 
new committee members come and 
go, some have stayed close by my 
side throughout the years, many 
of these wonderful people, who 
give up their time voluntarily, for 
the Pre-School, have become very 
special friends to me. I don’t know 
what would have happened without 
their support and commitment to 
Sunshine Pre-School, and to me 
personally.
Most people, (myself included, 
before joining Sunshine !) do not 
realise that the organisation, time 
and effort that goes into running 
a committee run Pre-School is 
tremendous, especially for the 
main officers and fundraisers. 
The Pre-School simply could not 
run without them, and it takes a 
dedicated team to do a good job.
The staff do the most amazing 
job, the children are happy and 
settled due to their dedication 

and pride in Sunshine Pre-School. 
They also often give up their own 
time to help at various fundraising 
events. 
Over the years we have seen some 
turbulent times, financial and 
otherwise, and I am sure there 
will be more to come, but hopefully 
with the continued support of 
everyone involved with Sunshine 
Pre-School we will continue to 
run from the WI Hall and go 
from strength to strength. We 
now have a fresh new committee 
and Chairperson, whom I’d like to 
wish all the best of luck for the 
forthcoming year, and beyond, and 
thank everyone past and present 
involved in the running of our 
wonderful Sunshine Pre-School.”

 Jeannette Wadeson

Places available
We still have some places available 
for new children to start with 
us this term, so if you would like 
more information please contact 
Ann on the contact details given 
above.

IF THE THOUGHT WERE 
THE DEED

If the thought were the deed,
You would know that I care,
In my head, in my heart,
For you, I’d be there.

All the letters, unwritten,
Are still just a thought.
The presents, ’though chosen,
Have not yet been bought.

Anniversaries, birthdays,
Good wishes well meant,
Remain undelivered,
In thought, good intent.

In the garden, the roses
And bushes need pruning,
While indoors the radio
Badly needs tuning.

The dusting, the cleaning,
Await in the wings,
As time has a habit
Of stealing these things.

The old, wooden table
Could do with a shine.
The ’fridge needs defrosting,
That’s not a good sign.

If the thought were the deed,
All these ‘things’ would be done,
Of misunderstandings,
There’d be next to none.

On a worldwide scale,
All discord would cease,
Then, maybe, we’d understand
Something called peace.

If the thought were the deed.

Gill Spaul



letters
Dear Editor

Found on Facebook by my daughter – 

A teacher in New York was teaching her 
class about bullying and gave them the 
following exercise to perform.
She had the children take a piece of 
paper and told them to crumple it up, 
stamp on it and really mess it up but not 
to tear it.  Then she had them unfold
The paper, smooth it out and look how 
dirty and scarred it was.  She then told 
them to tell it they were sorry.  Now 
even though they said they were sorry 
and tried to fix the paper, she pointed 
out all the scars they left behind.  And 
that those scars will never go away no 
matter how hard they tried to fix it.
That is what happens when a child 
bullies another child, they may be sorry 
but the scars are there forever.  The 
looks on the faces of the children in 
the classroom told the teacher that the 
message had hit home.

Yours sincerely
Sally page

JUNIOR YOUTH CLUB
GAMLINGAY VILLAGE 

COLLEGE
Station Road, Gamlingay, Sandy, 

Beds, SG19 3HA

Telephone: 01767 650360

Youth Workers: Mrs Carol Wright/ 
Mrs Chris Robins

Mrs Parker, thank you very much for 
your letter in the copy of the October 
2011 Gazette.  We have been organising 
the playscheme at Gamlingay Village 
College for 29 years. Obviously next 
year will be our 30th and we are hoping 
to make it special.

I have been assured by Mr Watson, 
the head of Stratton Upper School, 
that he is willing for us to operate the 
playscheme for next year at Gamlingay 
Village College.  Mr Watson has seen 
the programme of events that we 
organised and is very impressed. Mr 
Watson will become the executive 
head of Gamlingay Village College in 
2012 and the Governors at Stratton will 
oversee both sites.

I am hoping that after next year, the 
Governors will be willing for the 
playscheme to continue to be held at 
Gamlingay Village College.

We have been greatly helped by a 
yearly grant given by Gamlingay Parish 
Council.  This has helped us to keep our 
prices down so that the playscheme is 
affordable to all.

The young adults, some of whom 
attended the playscheme as small 
children themselves, are a credit to their 
parents in their willingness, enthusiasm 
and commitment to the playscheme. We 
could not run without them.

Carol Wright

Elizabeth Rosalie ( Bibby ) Harris, 
née Green, died peacefully at home 
on September 12th 2011,aged 66. She 
was born at Honey Hill, Gamlingay, 
the youngest daughter of Leonard and 
Freda Green.
After attending Gamlingay School she 
went on to work, with her parents, at 
the family bakery in Mill Street.
She married Robin in 1965 at the 
Baptist Chapel and they both worked 
hard on making 7, The Heath a lovely 
family home. The family was then 
completed by the arrival in 1978 of 
their son, Ben of whom Bibby was 
justifiably proud. Sadly, after many 
happy years their marriage ended in 
divorce.
The last twenty years of Bibby’s life 
were marked with major bouts of 
illness. Bravely, with the unfailing 
support of Ben, she recovered on three 
occasions but, earlier this year she 
became unwell again. In true Bibby 
style she, with Ben, fought on, but 
despite receiving further treatment, 
unfortunately this was the battle she 
was unable to win.

ST. MARY’S CHAT GROUPS
Open to All!

People from around the village (plus one from across the Atlantic!) 
have been enjoying our monthly Chat Groups for two years now.  
During that time we have covered some fascinating and wide-ranging 
topics.  

We kicked off 2011 with a January discussion on the subject of 
surrogate parenthood and surrounding issues.  There was a lot in 
the press at the time about Elton John becoming a father and the 
conversation was lively!  

In February our topic was “The Right to Protest” and in March, 
with a certain high-profile wedding looming, we chewed over issues 
surrounding “The Monarchy”.  

April had us deliberating on questions relating to pay, pensions, 
benefits etc., under the title “A fair day’s work for a fair day’s pay” 
followed by “The Killing of Osama Bin Laden” in May, “Charitable 
Giving” in June and “The Freedom of the Press” in July. 

 Following an August break our new season of Chats got off to 
a stimulating start with the highly topical issues of “Rioting” in 
September and “Gypsies and Travellers” in October.

If you would welcome the opportunity to let off steam and share 
thoughts and opinions on topical matters why not come along 
sometime and see what you think.  There is a morning and an evening 
group on the second Wednesday of each month.  At the moment there 
is more space in the evening group but you would be very welcome 
at either.  Call Chris and Valerie Miller : 650779 or David and Brenda 
Elcome : 650489 for details.  We would love to hear from you

5th January Chat Group: Anne Clarke 29 Murfitt Way



A Dickensian Christmas at
The Farmland Museum & Denny Abbey
Saturday 10 December 2011, 12- 5pm

Carols 4pm- 4.30pm

Join us at Denny Abbey and The Farmland Museum for a family Christmas event full of Dickensian festivities 
Children’s activities include making a Christmas snowglobe (bring your own glass jar and lid), designing your own 
Dickensian Christmas plate and colouring in activities, plus a chance to take part in the Christmas stocking trail 
around the site.
  
Along with these activities have a bag of hot roasted chestnuts, enjoy a mince pie or two in the museum café, browse 
the selection of Children’s books on sale and meet our Dickensian characters and street strollers.  Don’t forget a 
visit to our 1940s cottage decorated ready for Christmas day and then join the Friends of the Museum for carols by 
candlelight supported by St John’s Church choir of Waterbeach in the atmospheric setting of Denny Abbey. 
 
Carols by candlelight in the Abbey from 4pm.  Be sure to wrap up warm and bring a torch!

The well stocked gift shop will be open for stocking fillers, cards and gifts and the Tea-Room will be open for mince pies 
and hot refreshments 12pm- 5pm. 

New for 2012!
Pre-School Picassos

11th January - 8th February 2012
 
Come and join us at Pre-School Picassos Art Group at the Farmland Museum & Denny Abbey. This course of 5 x 45 
minute morning sessions held every Wednesday will introduce young artists (aged 2 to 5) to a range of artistic and 
fun activites that can also be used at home. The sessions are led by local artist and experienced tutor Ann Biggs. No 
experience is necessary, just make sure you wear something you don’t mind getting a little messy! 

All five sessions costs £15 and bookings are now being taken. Spaces are limited so pre-booking is essential. For 
further information contact Chris Leuchars (Education Officer) T: 01223 860988  

We would like to wish all our customers 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Re-ablement 

Being independent following an operation or illness

If you or someone you care for requires social care support following an 
illness or operation, this would traditionally have been provided by a care 
assistant providing direct care to the person in need.  

Since September 2010 a new service, re-ablement, has been providing 
support to enable older people who have poor physical or mental health 
following illness or an operation to live in their own homes. 

Re-ablement programmes can last for as little as a few days and generally 
don’t exceed six weeks. The ethos of re-ablement is to encourage people to 
do things for themselves rather than having things done for them. There is no 
charge to the individual as long as they are participating in the programme. 

Re-ablement is now being offered to a wider client group including new 
service users with a physical disability and new occupational therapy 
referrals. Future development of the service will look at assisting older 
people who already have a care package but due to illness or physical issues 
may now require a higher level of support.

You can find out more about re-ablement at
 www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/social  

has become

As a result of feedback received from those who have attended our first two 
services it has been decided to start our worship a little earlier.

As before, the main part of the service will be the singing of worship songs and 
there will also be prayers, a reading and a short talk, all in a very informal setting. 
So if this kind of Christian worship appeals to you, or you are just inquisitive, then 

do join us. 

If you have come before, please come again and bring your friends. If you have not 
been before, then why not give it a try? You will be most welcome.

We meet again on

Sunday @ 7

Sunday @ 6

Sunday 8th January 2012
St Mary’s Church, Gamlingay

6.00pm



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel, Lucy and Barbie.

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Soup lunches
Due to the success of the Soup lunches, from 
January 2012 they will be held every 4th Wednesday 
of the month at 1pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall 

 
January 25th 2012

February 22nd 2012

The meal will consist of home-made soup and 
bread, a simple pudding and tea/coffee.

Cost : £4.            Time : 1:00 p.m.

ALL WELCOME!

DONATIONS PLEASE
by Hannah Yeldham

My friend and I, with full backing from Addenbrookes PICU, are 
looking for donations of items that we can distribute to the families 
and children who will be spending an anxious and lonely christmas 
this year in Addenbrookes Peadiatric Intensive Care unit. 

We have both had personal experience of spending the festive period 
in Addenbrookes with unwell daughters (my stay being in 2008 with 
my 4 week old baby who contracted bronchiolotis and my friend 
spent last christmas in hospital when her daughter was fighting for her 
life following swine flu diagnosis). 

We are looking for donations of new items in their original packaging, 
such as toiletries (for parents) men’s socks, ladies jewellery items, 
books, children’s games, small cuddly toys, that will be used for 
comfort but also to held ventilator tubes. We are also putting together 
food hampers that will be distributed to the parents rooms, in the 
children’s wards, so packets of biscuits, dried fruit, tinned foods, etc 
will be most welcome. 

I live in Gamlingay so can arrange collection of items, If anyone 
can help with this appeal please contact me HSkoulding@aol.com 
01767651087. Thank you in advance.
I do have an authorisation letter from Addenbrookes if you would like 
to see this.
Hannah Yeldham (Gamlingay) and Natasha Lamb (Haverhill) 



Booklinks Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Tracey Goodwin

 01767 654 830 www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

continued on page 16

Seven members and two new ones, met to discuss our September book, “Her Fearful Symmetry”, at the 
Crafty Cupcake on October 6th.  It was another strange book by Audrey Niffenegger who wrote “The Time 
Traveller’s Wife”.

Until a letter arrived on the mat at their American home, the identical twins had no idea 
that their mother had a sister.  She has left them her flat in North London on condition 
their mother never goes there.  They decide to accept and the story hinges on the 
relationships of the living in the building, and the ghostly aunt. The living includes their 
aunt’s lover, who befriends them to some extent. 

The beautiful 21 year old twins have very different characters, one longing to have 
freedom from her domineering sister. Most of the characters seem fragile or frayed in one way or the other, 
and the group thought they were quite well drawn. 

Highgate cemetery featured largely as it was over the wall, and one of the characters worked there. In fact, 
you might almost say the cemetery was one of the  “dramatis personae”  Some of the Group thought the 
book a good read, while others could not be dealing with the ghostly aspect, and would not recommend it 
to friends.  The votes varied from 5-8 out of 10, the average probably 6.5!

Our October read is “The Red Tent”, from our £10 collection.  It was thought that 
we might tackle “The Book of Human Skin” in Dec/Jan as there will be no January 
meeting, and we will have twice the time for a long book.

Nine members met on November 3rd to discuss the October book choice: “The Red Tent” by Anita 
Diamant.  The novel is loosely based on characters from the book of Exodus from the Bible. 

Most found the beginning difficult to get into, but having stuck with it the story 
propelled them along.  The red tent of the title refers to the place where the women all 
went together at their moon cycle, (as it was put).  There women were initiated into their 
duties as wives and mothers.  They went there for a week every month, and it was a very 
special time.

The tale was about Jacob and his four wives (all sisters, and daughters of Laban),  who 
between them had twelve sons, and one daughter, Dinah, who was the author, writing in 

the first person.  The picture painted, of a hard life based on sheep herding for the men, and water carrying, 
cooking, brewing, weaving, and above all, child bearing and rearing for the women was very realistic and 
believable. 

If the Bible is read as a story very little is mentioned of what they looked like or how they lived, and this 
made a vivid account of a nomadic life thousands of years ago.  

Dinah herself had a sad life, but she had satisfaction through her work as a midwife, for which she was 
renowned.  This she had learnt from her favourite “mother” Rachel. She ended her days in Egypt, in the 
Valley of the Kings in the company of a man who loved her and sought her out, who was helped in this 
task by Dinah’s great friend. 

We all enjoyed the novel and gave it a unanimous 8 out of 10 
The book for November is “The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo” by Steig Larsson.

This month’s meeting was 
more ‘select’ than usual, 
which gave us the opportunity 
for more in-depth discussions 
of our work.

1.	 Introductions

No introductions this month 
as we all knew each other.

2.	 Review	of	Targets

Some of us set ourselves 
extra tasks to serve as 
added motivation, and all are 
managing to keep on top of 
their objectives as well as 
producing a monthly story.

3.	 Competition	News

The results of the Letchworth 
Writers’ Group competition 
have now been given to their 
Chair.  The stories from our 
group have been passed to 
the Letchworth Group for 
judging, so watch this space 
for the results!

Thank you to everyone who 
helped with the judging and 
who entered a story (or 
three!) into the competition.

4.	 Other	News

Booklet	 Project – The 
Chair is currently collating 
all submissions to get an 
overall word count, and a 
firm quotation will then be 
obtained for agreement.

Speaker – the Chair is hoping 
to book another speaker 
for the spring, to give us all 
something to look forward to 
over the winter months.

Aboutmyarea is keen to 

publish our stories, so if you 
would like to submit one, 
please send the Chair a précis 
of the story, a brief author 
bio and a picture if possible.  
We don’t seem to have sent 
anything lately, so let’s make 
an effort!

Meeting	 for	 novelists 
– writing a novel places 
different demands on a writer 
than producing a short story, 
and the Chair wondered 
whether the novelists in the 
group would be interested 
in meeting up informally to 
discuss their projects.  If 
anyone would like to do this, 
please let the Chair know.

5.	 Discussion	of	Work

This month, the stories were 
on the topic of The Colour 
Blue.  There was a great 
variety of work, and we had 
the opportunity to discuss 
them all in great detail.  We 
were treated to some very 
thought-provoking poetry, 
some interesting stories and 
the first chapter of a novel.

6.	 Aims	for	the	coming	
month

The topic for 1st November 
2011 is ‘Famous	Books’.  
Take the title of a well-
known book, and sketch out 
some alternative scenes or a 
different plotline, or change 
the characters around. 
Perhaps your version will be 
better than the original?

However, if anyone is working 
on something not connected 
with the theme, as ever, 
they are welcome to submit 
that instead.  There are one 

or two novelists who might 
want to send us a chapter of 
their current project.  Poems 
are fine too, or scripts, or any 
other literary form.

November’s meeting was 
very well attended, despite 
the winter gloom.

1.	 Introductions

No introductions this month 
as we all knew each other.

2.	 Review	of	Targets

Some of us set ourselves 
extra tasks to serve as 
added motivation, and this 
month we’ve all been very 
busy.  Three members have 
joined an initiative that 
involves writing 50k words 
in a month, one member 
has started the search for 
an agent for his novel and 
another is rewriting a novel.

3.	 Competition	News

We are still waiting for the 
results from the competition 
which is being judged by the 
Letchworth group.

4.	 Other	News

Booklet	Project – a very 
competitive quotation 
has been received from 
Prontaprint and it is 
anticipated that the finished 
article will be ready this 
month, and will also be 
uploaded to Kindle.

Meeting	for	novelists 
– this will be an informal 
meeting taking place in the 
near future, especially for 
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the novelists in the group.

Website – this has been 
given a good tidy, and the 
Chair hopes that the site can 
soon be used for discussions 
between meetings.

5.	 Discussion	of	Work

This month, the stories 
were on the topic of Famous 
Books.  We had a great 
variety of work, although 
it was noticeable that 
the discussion wasn’t as 
animated as usual.  Perhaps 
we were all feeling the 
effects of the clocks going 
back.  Now that the stories 
are circulated a week in 
advance, there is plenty of 
scope to read all the stories 
and come armed with 
comprehensive comments!

6.	 Aims	for	the	coming	
month

The topic for 6th December 
2011 is ‘Holidays’.  It’s 
the darkest & coldest time 
of year, so what we need 
is some holiday spirit!  A 
beach holiday or a snowy 
destination... cheer us up 
with your holiday tales!

7.	 Joining	the	Group

If anyone wants to join 
us, they would be more 
than welcome.  We cater 
for all standards of writer 
from complete beginners 
to published novelists.  
Contact Tracey Dawson on 
01767 654830 for details, 
or see our website – www.
gamlingaywriters.org.uk.

- GEAG AGM - 

GEAG will meet for it’s AGM  on the 14th December 
at 19:00 to 20:00 in the Old Methodist Chapel, Green 
End, Gamlingay (in the grounds of the First School). 
Following the AGM we will have a Christmas dinner, 
details to be announced.

Admission to the AGM is Free - All Welcome.  

Thermal Camera Surveys
MONEY SAVING OPPORTUNITY

We now have two volunteers trained in the use of thermal imaging cameras. 
The next stage is to arrange when we can borrow one from the council to 
survey properties in Gamlingay to identify ‘hotspots’ where heat is being lost. 
This will allow you to do something about it and save money.

We already have a list of people interested and I’ll be contacting them shortly, 
if not already.

If you would like to be added please get in touch.

Contact GEAG

For more information, contact the GEAG co-ordinator 
Brycchan Carey

18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.
01767 651155

contact@geag.org.uk
www.geag.org.uk

Power Vacuum?
Following the abdication of the Carbon Tsar we are STILL taking applications for the next 
Sustainable Parish Energy Partnership (SPEP) representative for the village – anyone? 
please? 
It is not an onerous task, mainly representing the village in the Sustainable Parish Energy 
Partnership and giving useful information to villagers.

FIT to govern?

As you will no doubt have heard the government is planning to severely reduce 
the FITs (Feed In Tariffs = subsidies) paid to those operating photovoltaic cells 
(PVs) at rather short notice. Information is available on www.decc.gov.uk  but 
basically the new tariffs come in on the 12th December. Systems operational and 
registered before then carry on with the existing rates (this includes the PVs on the 
Community Centre). If a system is registered after the 12th December it will qualify 
for the old rate only until the 1st April 2012.  If you are in the process of planning or 
commissioning a PV system you should re-calculate your costs/income. 
While you are on www.decc.gov.uk you could also add your comments to the 
consultation process that is open until the 23rd December.

Dear Gamlingay PC clerk, 
 
I found your Gamlingay PC website 
from the villages online site.  I was just 
wondering if you would be interested 
in adding a link to www.walk4life.info 
– perhaps on the “maps of the area” 
page? 
 
The Walk4Life website is totally FREE 
and has thousands of walk ideas all over 
the country. The website uses OS maps 
which can easily be printed out at home 
so is proving really popular.  People can 
also keep a track of the walks they have 
done and set themselves a target!
 
If you wanted to add some more in your 
area it is easy to do.  You can add a link 
from each walk you map through to 
your site too. 
 
A link to www.walk4life.info from your 
site would be much appreciated, or we 
also have a widget tool which can be 
customised and then slotted into your 
website if you are interested 
(www.walk4life.info/whats-widget).  
 
Abi Mansley
Project Officer
mobile : 07914 273271

W.I. 18th October 2011
by Gill Spaul

With business kept to a minimum, 
the Harvest Supper evening was soon 
underway. The delicious aroma of 
home-made cottage pies and fruit 
crumbles filled the hall, along with 
music and chatter. An auction of 
produce, ably carried out by members’ 
husbands, raised funds for Denman 
College and caused  much amusement.

In the same week, a well-organised 
coach trip, to see the show, “South 
Pacific” at Milton Keynes theatre, was a 
great success.
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Programme of Work for Gamlingay Youth Club
October – December 2011

During this half term we will be doing some work with the young 
people attending Gamlingay youth club around a variety of issues to 
do with HEALTH. We will be pulling on our own knowledge as well 
as using outside agencies to deliver this programme. We will do work 
around substance use, driving and passenger safety, cultural awareness 
as well as planning our Christmas event.

Gamlingay Youth Club Programme 
October – December 2011

DATE Programme Topic / Issues Covered
03.11.11 *Halloween safety

How to keep safe this Halloween / bonfire night and the 
law on fireworks and fires – Posters and info sheet 
Reintroduce boundaries expectations for the following 
half term, both from young people and staff

10.11.11 *Young people worker  attending
Talking to the young people who are NEET or at risk of 
being NEET

17.11.11 *Safer driving and being a safe passenger
Raising awareness to young people on car safety whilst 
driving and being a passenger. Helping them to take 
responsibility for their own safety.

24.11.11 *Cultural awareness
Raising awareness with young people about different 
religions, cultures etc

01.12.11 *Drug awareness
Casus to  attend youth club and do workshop with young 
people
Around substance use and advice

08.12.11 * Game competition 
Pool / Table tennis / table football / Holistic Health quiz

*Christmas Planning and completion of what we are 
doing next week

15.12.11 * Christmas event – possible party / dance / trip  
Young people to plan and lead on this as we should have 
built a strong relationship with them by this date.

It’s been so mild recently that it’s still 
hard to believe that we are heading 
towards the end of the year. Maybe as 
you read this there is frost laying on the 
ground but the temperature this week is 
set to reach 16 degrees, pretty warm for 
late Autumn.

These warm conditions have an impact 
on our birds; an osprey was still seen 
around the reserve and catching fish in 
lakes alongside the A1 until the very 
late date of November 4th. Most of the 
ospreys that have bred in the UK this 
year will have migrated over Europe 
and back to their wintering grounds, 
reaching countries such as Senegal, 
Gambia and Guinea in Western Africa 
by the end of October. Here they feed 
along river deltas, before making the 
return journey and arriving back in 
the UK from March onwards, to breed 
and start the whole process again. The 
latest Osprey ever in Bedfordshire, until 
this year, was at Southill Park on 28th 
October 1976 where up to four had been 
seen during the month!

Other summer migrants have also 
stayed around, with swallows, ring 
ouzels and wheatears seen along the 

News from 
The Lodge nature 

reserve 
 by Mark Brandon

coast well into November.
Our winter birds have been arriving, 
although the constant southerly winds 
had an effect on their arrivals. At 
The Lodge, we have seen fieldfares 
and redwings, bramblings, siskins 
and redpoll’s and a single woodcock 
arrived mid month. After last year’s 
large flocks, we haven’t seen any 
waxwings as yet. Only a handful of 
these stunning birds have been sighted 
in the far north east of Scotland to date, 
so they may have enough food in their 
breeding grounds to survive on without 
having to fly our way. They are known 
to have ‘invasion’ years’, such as in 
2010, where they arrive in the UK and 
Western Europe to feed on berries, often 
in supermarket car –parks and gardens.

When we do get a cold snap this winter, 
it’s hard to beat a walk around the 
reserve. When The Lodge house and 
surrounding formal gardens and the 
trees around the reserve are thick with 
snow and frost, a stillness descends 
and there are few places along the 
Greensand Ridge as magical to visit and 
enjoy.

Sun Dec 4th
Kiddies ‘Christmas Cracker’ event.  11am- approx 1:30pm
A fun festive event for children-singing and dancing with Renu, Merry 
Meerkat trail, Christmas cookies, Father Christmas and red nose face 
painting. Get in the festive mood before the Sandy Christmas lights turn on 
later in the day.
Adults free, children ( to age 10) £5, includes visit to Santa and a small gift.
Limited Numbers,booking advisable.
Car-park charge for non- RSPB members.
Thurs December 1st
Optics Demo   10am – 4pm
Our expert will be on hand to demonstrate the latest binoculars and tel-
escopes. Try them out while enjoying the birds on view as well.
Free event, held at The Lodge shop.
Wednesday December 28th
Winter Wonderland      1-3pm
Join us for a good brisk walk to work off that Christmas dinner then huddle 
round the bonfire with some warming mulled wine and mince pies. 
Booking essential
Adults £6, RSPB members £5, children £4,
 RSPB Wildlife Explorers £3

Here are a few events for you to enjoy in December:



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meeting in room 3 at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

All welcome

by Elizabeth Saxon
The creation of Greensands Camp will 
benefit
	 Local people and their 

children
	 Local businesses 
	 The community
	 The environment

Our aim is to create an excellent 
environmentally-friendly tourism 
and leisure facility, with at least 
8 employment opportunities for 
local people, and provide holiday 
accommodation in the form of camping, 
caravanning, wooden lodges and 
continental style camping PODs; and 
day-trip opportunities to woodland 
walks, sculpture trail, nature trail, 
pond-dipping, play facilities and a café 
offering locally-produced food. 

The existing RIGS area of exposed 
sand-face will be made more accessible 
and groups such as schools, colleges 
and local groups will be invited to 
visit. Environmental objectives include 
achieving the David Bellamy Gold 
award for conservation by installing 
energy-saving devices such as solar 
lighting and water heating, utilising 
rainwater-harvesting technologies, and 
using sustainable construction methods 
to deliver a low- carbon approach and 
help meet climate change targets. The 
project is to be phased over a period of 
2 to 3 years with the aim of completing 
5 lodges as early as March 2013.

Our community will benefit by 
providing opportunities for local 
groups and schools to visit, enjoy and 
be educated about a beautiful rural 
location with excellent facilities. By 
retaining the existing positive landscape 
features and creating wildflower walks 
and more, we will promote greater bio-
diversity. Furthermore, local businesses 
will benefit both from the supply 
chain delivery of local goods and also 
benefiting from additional income that 
tourism brings.

We understand that at the time of 
the last application, some residents 

expressed concerns regarding the 
suitability of the site for the proposed 
developments. Since that time, 
extensive monitoring has been carried 
out at the site, and despite there being 
very little possibility of any risk at all, 
we have employed two of the country’s 
leading experts to design a robust 
scheme using recognised building 
techniques that will ensure any current 
or future potential risk from landfill gas 
continues to be properly assessed and 
managed. Our expert tells us that the 
very fact that we have so much green 
foliage shows how healthy the site is.

We have also had expert traffic studies 
completed, and environmental studies 
carried out to ensure that the impact 
from the proposed development is 
properly recognised.

A website has been set up, www.
greensandscamp.co.uk where people 
can see our vision for the site. We 
welcome any input from local people as 
we really hope to please as many locals 
as possible.

Where, oh where did the 
lupins come from? 
The Lupin Field

in conversation with Joan Gurney

Jack Peacock’s father ran the Hardwicke 
Arms. Jack bought what became the 
lupin field from him just before he died. 
It was used for market gardening, but 
after he retired it was left fallow.

He decided to get Swannells to build 
a house for him and his wife, and a 
bungalow for Frank and Joan Gurney. 
Three planning applications were made 
in the late 70’s but all were turned 
down.

In Joan’s garden in Sandy she had 
many lupins. She was told they were 
poisonous so she let them seed just 
once more. Phyllis took the seeds and 
scattered them on Jack’s ground, behind 
the Dennis Green houses. From then on, 
they have increased.

Frank’s dog was buried on the land with 
his bed, bowl and collar.

In My Garden

I’m sitting in my garden,
Soaking up the sun,
Watching all the flowers grow,
And all the insects run.

I see the pansies faces,
Turned upwards to the sky,
And  there’s lots and lots of little 
ants,
Keeping busy running by.

The carnation with their fragrant 
smell,
Do scent the air for hours,
And there’s a busy little bee,
Collecting honey from the flowers.

The hollyhocks so grand and tall,
Look down upon them all,
And watch the lovely butterflys,
As they settle on the wall.

There’s candy tuft and scented 
stock,
And the lupins grace the air,
They stand up straight and elegant,
In the corner over there.

I see there’s greenfly on the roses,
So I’ll have to get them sprayed,
But the lawn looks nice and green,
Now the turf has all been laid.

The sun is casting shadows,
All among the leaves,
But that crafty little spider,
His pretty web he weaves.

In the trees the birds do sing,
Their lovely summer song,
They come and catch the insects,
To take back to their young.

But now it’s time for me to go,
Inside and get the tea,
Ooh! The sun has gone and scorched 
me,
And I’m red as red can be.

Joan Gurney

Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Friendship Coffee Morning
Thursday 1st December
Emma Rothwell
The Rectory
Stocks Lane

If you need a lift, please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693
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Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club
A member of Lions International, the largest voluntary 

service organisation in the world.
PREEN AND PARCELS

In November 2007 Preen Furniture Bank opened its 
doors in Sun Street, Biggleswade and since then they have helped 7600 low income 
families.  Biggleswade Sandy Lions are keen supporters of this highly successful 
enterprise and work closely with Preens, helping  to finance starter packs which are 
tailored to individual needs,  The recently expanded site, with the new premises 
decorated by lads from the Princes Trust, is open to the public so that you cannot tell 
who is on hard times.  The CRB checked and vulnerable person trained staff take 
into account such things as people being on benefits, receiving tax credits, being 
students, foster carers or over 60 when deciding on discounted rates.  In these hard 
times, demand is never ending, so if you are changing furniture and wonder what to 
do with the old, contact Preen.  They work closely with house clearance companies, 
and white goods are at a premium.

In December, Biggleswade Sandy Lions will be working hard to raise money to 
provide 200 Christmas parcels to bring some cheer to the lonely and the needy, as 
well as help fund their community service work.  Our tin shakes will be at G&M 
Growers 3rd & 4th, Sainsburys 10th&11th, Aldi 17th& 18th.  Look out for our sleigh 
runs – Biggleswade 5th& 15th, Langford 6th&13th, Potton 8th, Clifton 19th and Henlow 
20th.  Please give as generously as you can so we can help those who need our 
support.

Finally, children take Mum and Dad to see Santa in his grotto at Langford Garden 
Centre – he will be there, 10.30am-12.30 and 2pm-4pm  on November 26th & 27th,  
December 3rd & 4th, 10th &11th , 17th &18th.

For more information on Biggleswade Sandy Lions visit our website www.
biggeswadesandylions.org.uk. Or speak to one of our members on 0845 833 9749

A Writer’s Group Story
Songs from the mountains

Almeria, Spain 1817
Smoke draws lazily up a make-shift 
chimney in the corner of the room. The 
occassional spitting log shares time with 
the only other sound in the room. Migel 
Jose del Torres gently taps the edges of 
the guitar he has been crafting for seven 
days. His friend Eduardo Alverez is 
cradling a glass of wine near the fire.  

“My friend, you never sign your work. 
Why?”

Del Torres barely looks up. “A man’s 
work is his signature.”

“But for so many, the work of the great 
Del Torres is an honour, the music a gift 
and his mark his blessing.” 

Del Torres looks up and a smile breaks 
the sweat on his leathered forehead 
into small rivulets which drip from his 
generous nose. “This one is different.”

“How?”

“This will be my last, my best, 
everything that I am, everything that I 
was, it goes into this guitar. There will 
be no others. This one I will sign with 
my sweat, my blood and my love.” He 
pauses, looks up, the sadness drawing 
long shadows in his eyes, “And hers.”
.

“My friend what are you saying?”

“I am tired”, he sighs, “Age creeps in 
with every winter, my fingers tighten. 
Each year I struggle to draw the strings 
over the frets. My children have left the 
mountains. It is enough I think.” 

“How long has it been?”

“Five years.”

“You never took another wife?”

“There were offers, some from well 
meaning friends, some from rivals who 
thought to spy on me by placing their 
daughters in my bed and my workshop”. 
He laughs. “Ahh, I was tempted; the 
nights are cold in the mountains. But 
this old instrument could still raise a 
decent song you know.” 

“If played properly.”

“Indeed.” 

They laugh. 

“What will you do?”

“Finish my wine, finish this and go to 
bed I think.” 

“What then?”

“Tomorrow I shall travel to Maria’s 
grave on the mountain, and I shall play 
for her one last time.”
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Over 50’s walks 9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Parking may be difficult whilst contractors are on site.

Wednesday 7th December Please arrange the walk with a lunchtime venue in mind for those 
who wish to eat and enjoy a chat.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Friday, 2nd December Competition 3 open, Judge Jeannette Josse, 

Friday, 9th December Downtrodden Man, Russell Lindsay

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 7th December AGM and Christmas social evening

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 6th December Barber shop quartet

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for 
floor work. £5 per class 

Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm at The Old Methodist Chapel (next to the First School), 
Green End

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Social Club from 9pm, new members welcome

Soup lunches

Wednesday, 25th January 1pm, at St Mary’s Church Hall.

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk on 650 379 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info. Further information can be found on the website www.
hatley.info or noticeboards

Quarterly meetings: Tuesday 17th 
January 2012

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. Members of the 
public are always welcome to attend these meetings which are now 
held quarterly on the third Tuesday of the months of January, May, 
July and October. .

The Gazette

Monday, 5th December Copy deadline for January./ February double edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday, 19th December Christmas party 



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley
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“What will you play?”

“There’s only one song she will want to 
hear.”

“El Flamenco de Seville?”

“It is how we met.”

“None other could dance the way she 
did.”

“That is true. Is it finished?”

“One last thing.” Del Torres reaches 
inside his shirt and brings out a small 
envelope.

“What  is that Migel?”

“A lock of her hair, placed just behind 
the soundboard. So every time the 
strings are stroked, it will be like 
someone stroking her hair... she liked 
that.” 

“Play me something.”

Del Torres lifts the guitar on to his 
lap. One foot rests on an orange box. 
The neck is cradled like a small child 
on his outstretched arm. Fingers arch 
over the frets, the playing fingers poise 
like a flamenco dancer, held high. First 
the rhythm, then the bass note and the 
phrase. A challenge issued. A challenge 
answered. Eduardo raises his hands 
to clap, keeping steady time as the 
crescendo draws close. The flames draw 
dancing shapes into the room to the 
steady beat of thumb on wood. Then it 
is done.  

Behind the house high in the mountains, 
an eagle cries out as a chill wind lifts 
from the ground. Maria remembers. 

The following morning Migel Jose del 
Torres woke at dawn and travelled to his 
beloved wife’s grave. There he played 
the last guitar he would ever make to the 
last and only woman he had ever loved. 
By midday he simply vanished into the 
mountains, taking with him his love and 
the secret lore of the master Luthier. 

Basque Region – the River Ebro 19�8.

The International Brigade, 7th Regiment 

are pinned down on hill 762 just outside 
Garcia on the banks of the River Ebro.  

Colour Sergeant Lawrence George 
Wheeler looks down the row and knows 
he has seen it all before. Idealists from 
the four corners of the earth. Cannon 
fodder for a noble socialist ideal. And 
what do they have to protect them? 
‘Das Capital’, thirty days basic training 
and equipment from the Ark. The 
others, Franco’s pet facists, have all 
the latest weapons. Courtesy of Herr 
Shicklegruber. Or to give him his full 
title, der Fuhrer. It’s hard to be tough on 
them, given that they’re all volunteers. 
But if he isn’t, they’ll all be dead before 
the day’s over. They’re dug in just 
behind the ridge and looking down at 
the river plain below. The enemy is set 
up on the opposite side of the river, 
heavy artillary points upwards. The 
smell of gunsmoke and blood perfume 
the air.

Later as darkness cloaks the killing 
ground, they move forward. Amongst 
the shadows they find some farm 
outbuildings, some fuel and a couple of 
unfortunate chooks who get the honour 
of seasoning the usually bland local 
stew. 

“Ere Sarge.” One of the squaddies calls 
out from behind a pile of sacks. 

“George, my name’s George. If we’re 
going to die tomorrow, you might as 
well know my name.”     
  
For a moment they’re quiet. Someone 
has said out loud what is never said out 
loud.  

“Okay, George, you any good with 
music?”

“That’s a funny question. You got a 
trumpet in your pack or something?”

After the laughter a dusty case is 
brought out. 

“No, but I did find this.” 

“Go on open it, stop keeping us in 
suspense.”

As the lid opens a stray mote of dust 
catches on the E-string. The tone is 
perfect. The room silent for the time it 
takes for the string to still. 

“Blow me, that was spooky!” 

“You’re right there, mate.” 

George picks up the guitar, blows off 
the dust and runs his hand over the 
soundboard. “Beautiful,” he sighs, 
“Rosewood, beech, ebony bridge and 
ivory in the pegs. And look at the way 
the screws sit back from the headstock”. 

“You alright George?”

“Whoever made this, knew what they 
were about.” 

“Give us a tune then George.” 

“Well, I’ll give it a go. Quiet though, 
we don’t want our friends over the river 
knowing we’re here.” 

George lightly brushes the strings 
moving from E to G then C and back 
again. It’s no song in particular. Yet in 
this place at this time it is every song. 
A memory stirs of  a young woman 
twirling next to a blazing fire. That night 
she is everyone’s sweetheart. 

Covent Garden, England, �010. 

A young woman moves towards him, 
her dress a flash of red snagging the 
columns like smoke. Her hips move 
with the confident strut of a dancer. She 
has his attention. And he has hers. He 
brings his hands together in a slow firm 
clap.     

“You are such a tease”, he says, smiling 
into her dark eyes.

“I think we recognise each other.” 

“Hmmm, what time are we on?”

“Soon.”

“And then?”

“One fifteen.” 

The clock strikes twelve. They move 
towards the open ground in front of 
the old piazza. The flotsam of the last 
performance still lingers, curious as to 
what comes next.

She fastens her black buckled shoes as 
he tunes the guitar. She moves to the 
centre as his nails rake an open ‘E’. 

Her arms lift, wrists entwine, one foot 
resting on the toes. He leads her into 
the dance with a slow cadence, long 
nails lifting each string in turn. One 
foot taps in response. She divides the 
audience in two, providing a double off-
beat staccato. Pulses rise. A breeze lifts 
off the mountains of Almeria. Orange 
blossom fills the air. Finger tips demand 
obedience from reluctant strings. Then 
she turns  and stamps the final note into 
the ground. His fingers hang arched 
over the frets. The only sound, her 
breath. The crowd erupt as one.            

Coins find their way into the open 
guitar case and they are ready to leave. 
Another  engagement awaits. 

Three stops down the tube they exit at 
Green Park and find their way into a 
grey government building. The second 
floor is expecting them, along with half 
a dozen close friends. They approach 
the large desk and are seated. 

“Welcome friends to this special day. 
We are here today to bear witness to 
the marriage of John and Evie. Would 
everyone stand please? John Lawrence 
Wheeler do you take Evita Maria del 
Torres to be your wife? Will you love 
her......” 

Later in a small tavern off the market 
square a guitar is reached for. A small 
packet falls from within the body of the 
guitar.

Evita picks it up, gently opens the 
envelope and finds the small lock of 
hair. She looks to her husband who 
is too far into his cups to notice. She 
rolls the hair between her fingers and 
wonders at its age. Some stray hairs 
brush her bright new wedding ring and 
a chill lifts her skin to goose-bumps. 
Instinctively she knows that the lock 
and the guitar are meant to be together. 
As a toast is raised she restores the 
envelope to its home. 

In another time and place Maria smiles 
and reaches for Migel as the dance 
begins anew. 

Your Councillors are always ready 
to help. If you have any questions 
about these - or indeed any other 
- matters, please do not hesitate to 
contact County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley on 01767 651982 or 
skindersley@hotmail.com or write to 
the Manor Barn, East Hatley, SG19 
3JA. District Councillor Bridget 
Smith is on 01767 650510 or bridget@
glockling.com 

 County Councillor Allowances

As is so often the case, the County 
Council has seriously damaged itself 
in public, this time over the matter of 
the allowance it pays to Councillors for 
being, well, a Councillor. Every 5 years 
or so the Council is obliged to review 
the scheme of allowances and it uses an 
independent panel to do so. This time, 
the Panel made recommendations for 
a hefty 25% increase in allowances, 
taking the total paid per year close to 
£1m – all based on very sound, good 
and well argued points. BUT it is 
completely immoral for Councillors to 
accept such an increase at this particular 
time – as the County makes 450 people 
redundant, effectively closes down 
some sections such as Youth Services 
and so on… Needless to say the Council 
agreed the increases with the resulting 
storm of public protest. 

As if this wasn’t bad enough it then 
turns out – as a petition to reverse the 
decision tops 3,000 signatures – that 
the Panel making the recommendations 
had not been legally constituted so has 

to start again, wasting £5,000 that had 
been paid to its Chairman. 

Councillors who are in receipt of benefit 
have to take the money as their benefits 
would be reduced by an equivalent 
amount – and that would be most unfair. 
They are then likely to be pilloried by 
the press – so it seems all Councillors 
would have to accept the increase. They 
cannot offer the difference to local 
groups, etc .as that would be regarded 
as trying to bribe the electorate. So a 
very sorry situation luckily remedied by 
the Council’s failure to get the process 
right. The Council leader, Nick Clarke, 
has been awarded Pinhead of the Month 
by the Taxpayer’s Alliance and to be 
honest – so say the rest of us. A very 
very poor show indeed….

Roads Review

We have been badgering the County 
about getting the new speed limits set 
up on the A1198 and the A603. I am 
pleased to report that the review for 
the B1040 Lower Road Croydon and 
for road markings in Church Lane 
Arrington have been advertised which 
must surely mean finally something 
might happen.  We have asked Parish 
Councils to inquire of the County why 
– if a road is deemed dangerous – 
reduced speed limits are not introduced 
as a matter of urgency once agreed.

Litter Bins in Gamlingay

Good news from South Cambs who 
are planning to trial a recycling litter 
bin in Gamlingay whereby a blue 
recycling litter bin will be placed next 
to an existing general waste litter 
bin. The recycling bin will be clearly 
labelled with the items that are accepted 
allowing people to recycle a wide range 
of materials and the rubbish collected 
will be sorted and recycled in the same 
way as the recycling from household 
blue bins, except for paper, as we will 
be unable to collect it separately like we 
do with the paper caddy. 
 
The Council will arrange for the 
recycling litter bins to be emptied on 
a regular basis and will be visited by 
street cleansing operatives (honestly, 
you could not make that up) to ensure 
that the areas remain clean and tidy. 
Hopefully they will make an appearance 
sometime in November.
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New Sports Stadium in Haslingfield?

Many local people attended a 
presentation last week from Grosvenor 
about their proposals to extend the 
Trumpington Meadows development 
with additional housing and a sports 
complex. The Abbey stadium would 
be re-located (and the site built on) 
from Newmarket Road and out of 13 
sites investigated it comes down to 
Trumpington Meadows and NIAB2. 
The development would bring many 
new sports facilities, and rather 
less attractively 400+ extra houses 
(to finance the development as was 
cheerfully admitted..).  
 
The concept of improved football and 
other sports facilities for Cambridge is 
welcomed and – like the Trumpington 
Residents’ Association – everyone 
supports the vision of the Cambridge 
United Youth & Community Trust 
to relocate. BUT many also feel the 
proposed location of a sports complex 
at Trumpington Meadows to be totally 
inappropriate. Furthermore, there are 
objections to any additional dwellings 
and the loss of further land from the 
Green Belt.  Well, we shall see how they 
get on but if you have any thoughts, 
we’d be glad to hear. 

Support from the Police.

Forward Gamlingay were delighted 
to welcome the new Chief Constable 
of Cambridgeshire, Simon Parr, to 
Gamlingay Youth Club and Youth Café. 
Simon spent a long time talking to our 
youth workers and the young people 
attending.  Having had conversations 
with Bridget prior to the visit he 
very generously brought with him a 
cheque to pay for the establishment 
of a mentoring programme as well as 
some work targeting young drivers. 
A number of people have voiced their 
concerns about the safety of young men 
in particular driving in the village and it 
is hoped that this work will make them 
more aware of how they can protect 
themselves and other road users.

The mentoring programme is being 
set up to help those children and 
young people who would benefit from 
spending some time with an adult role 
model.  If this is something that you 
would like to consider volunteering for 

please contact Bridget.

MUGA (Multi-Use Games Area)

At long last the Multi Use Games Area 
at Gamlingay Village College is up 
and running, and very smart it looks 
too.  The hire costs are very reasonable 
and we would encourage any clubs and 
individuals in the Gamlingay locality 
to take a look at it soon before it is all 
booked up.  It is anticipated that once 
the Eco Hub is up and running you will 
be able to use both facilities for things 
like children’s football parties.

Community Grants to help celebrate 
the Olympics and Paralympics

Grants of up to £500 from 
Cambridgeshire County Council are 
available for community groups wanting 
to run events to celebrate the Olympics 
and Paralympics.  There are three 
deadlines – January 20th, February 29th 
and April 9th.  Please contact Denise 
Evans for an application form (denise.
evans@cambridgeshire.gov.uk) or go 
on www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/
olympics2012/

Bus Transport

Bridget has had complaints about buses 
departing from Gamlingay earlier than 
they are timetabled to do so.  She has 
been in communication with the bus 
company and they have promised to 
investigate and ensure that it does not 
happen again.  If you have any similar 
experience please do let Bridget know.

We have also received a report on how 
difficult it is to locate bus departure 
points in Gamlingay and to find a 
timetable.  This information has also 
been passed on to the bus companies but 
we are always interested in what your 
experiences are.

Cambridgeshire Future Transport 
– not as big a disaster as the Guided 
Bus [yet]

The first CFT pilot is to be based in 
Duxford, starting December 5th, and 
will be centred on a Special Educational 
Needs transport contract.  The County 
will supply a 12-seat minibus which 
when not doing the school run to the 
Granta School in Linton might take 
commuters to Whittlesford Station, 

patients to doctors’, etc. However, no 
market research has yet been done on 
local transport needs, and the SEN 
contract does not come up for renewal 
until February and so the central piece 
of the pilot will not be utilized until 
half-way through the test period.  The 
franchisee, yet to be determined, will 
face no risk in the six-month pilot 
period, and will get to keep the SEN 
contract for three years. 

Meanwhile, the county’s many big 
and small community transport 
providers, some of which are already 
well established, are being starved of 
financial support – including the very 
schemes serving the Cambridgeshire 
Future Transport pilot areas. Cost of 
Cambridgeshire Future Transport to 
date: Officer time: £43K & agreement 
to underwrite three pilots: £160k. 

Festive Greetings

We wish you and your family a very 
Happy Christmas, and hopefully 
an extremely prosperous New Year 
2012 for you, the community and the 
Nation…

Casework

Your Councillors are here to help you. Councillors are here to help you. are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can!

Gamlingay Rainbow Pre-
School

We had a wonderful Autumn Term here 
at Gamlingay Rainbow Pre-School. 
We started the term exploring a Space 
Theme. We enjoyed singing rhymes 
about space, including, zoom zoom 
zoom, and 5 little men in a flying saucer. 
We made a wonderful space display. 
We created a 3D moon by painting 
over egg boxes to add crators to our 
moon. We decorated planets, made 3D 
rockets that hung from our ceiling. We 
also coloured in aliens and learnt a new 
poem about an alien in my bedroom. We 
also had a magical space box, which we 
enjoyed playing inside. The space box 
was very dark inside but we decorated 

it with glow in the dark stickers and 
glow sticks. It was a huge hit with the 
children.

We also explored the season Autumn. 
We discussed how the trees change 
colour, and we made a beautiful autumn 
tree with painted leaves. We decorated 
hedgehogs with hay, and coloured in 
squirrels. We also made our own family 
trees, where we talked about the people 
in our family and added their names to 
the tree. 

Our outdoor role play area was 
transformed into a Pet Shop this 
term. The children had a wonderful 
time playing with the animals in the 
shop, serving customers and offering 
advice on how to care for their pets. 

We supported this topic further by 
visiting the local vets in Gamlingay. The 
children had a wonderful visit and very 
much enjoyed looking at the equipment, 
and especially meeting the animals.

We have been fundraising hard this 
term which has allowed us to invest 
in some new equipment and resources 
for the children. We have a new book 
storage and wooden dolls house. We 
are fortunate to be replacing a lot of 
equipment this term and the pre-school 
will be looking refreshed in the New 
Year.

We currently have spaces available for 
children aged 2 and above. To book an 
appointment to view our pre-school 
please call 01767 652157.

Dates for your Diary
09/12/11 Cake Stall/Xmas Crafts Outside Gamlingay 1st School gates at 3pm
11/12/11 Christmas Nativity Play (Arrive at 2.45pm for a prompt start) Mince Pie 

Mingle to follow after.
15/12/11 End of Term
16/12/11 Christmas Party Starts at 10am



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0345 456 4564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 4564
PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,

Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

Library Debbie Hare 07855 370356
Forward Gamlingay Chair: 

Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Chair:

M Astor
Clerk: Leanne Bacon 650 379
parish-clerk@hatley.info

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 0450 500

Gamlingay Residents Ass Bridget Mappley 650584

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Nicola Drew (Jnt Chair) 07510 278 330
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183

Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) Brycchan Carey 651 141

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 

618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: karen.

crutchington@sky.com
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay Gransden 
Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts Thursday Brandon Booth  07812 049139
b.c.booth@talk21.com

Pathfinder Scouts Friday Chris Elwood 07879 698477
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 

866
(all meet at Scout Hut)

Mini Club Carol Wright or 
Chris Robins

651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, Minister, James Gilbert 651 519
St Mary The Virgin, Rector: Steven Rothwell 650 568
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.

co.uk 
Vice Chairman Nick Howard

Why pay when you don’t have to

Each month at Trading Standards we 
receive enquiries about things people 
have paid for that they could have got 
for free. In this article, we give advice 
on where you may be able to save 
unnecessary expense.

Warranties and Guarantees
When you buy goods, whether on their 
own (like a washing machine) or as 
part of a larger piece of work (such as 
a new bathroom installation), by law 
those goods must be of “satisfactory 
quality” and be “fit for their purpose”. 
They must be of a standard that a person 
would expect, bearing in mind the price 
paid, and be free from minor defects, 
be as described, and last a reasonable 
length of time for a product of that type. 
So if, for instance, the normal life of a 
washing machine is 5 years and yours 
stops working after two years due to 
a defect, you may be able to claim 
for a repair or replacement from the 
business you bought it from. This is the 
case regardless of whether you bought 
a warranty or guarantee. So consider 
carefully whether a warranty gives you 
anything extra.

Claiming from your debit card or 
credit card
If you are in dispute with a trader, 
instead of taking them to court, find 
out whether your bank may be able to 
help you. If you paid for something 
on a debit card and there turns out to 
be problems with the purchase, many 
banks offer a ‘chargeback’ scheme 
where they refund you. Furthermore, if 
you pay for something worth over £100 
and pay for at least some of it on your 
credit card, the credit card company is 
equally as responsible as the business 
that breaks its contract with you. So, if 
your holiday isn’t as it was described, if 
your new dining table arrives damaged, 
or if your new TV breaks down soon 
after purchase, you can insist that your 
credit card provider helps you if the 
shop won’t. This is even the case if you 
have paid off the amount you put on 
your credit card.

Personal Protection Insurance
We have received a number of reports 
about companies offering to claim 
compensation for the mis-selling 
of personal protection insurance on 
residents’ behalf, whether in relation 
to a loan, mortgage or credit card. 
This is actually something you can do 
yourself. The Financial Ombudsman 
has produced a leaflet which is available 
on www.financial-ombudsman.org.
uk on how to make the complaint 
yourself. If you don’t have access to the 
internet, you can contact the Financial 
Ombudsman for advice over the 
telephone on 0800 0234567. 

European Health Insurance cards
Even though some companies sell them, 
you can actually obtain a European 
Health Insurance Card (EHIC) free of 
charge which entitles you to medical 
treatment that becomes necessary, at a 
reduced cost or sometimes free, when 
visiting a country in the European 
Union, Norway, Switzerland, Iceland 
and Liechtenstein. This is limited to 
treatment provided under the state 
scheme and you will need to produce 
your EHIC card. Visit www.ehic.org.uk 
to find out more and apply. 

Legal advice
There are many sources of free 
legal advice available to residents. 
Trading Standards, in partnership with 
Consumer Direct, offers advice to 
residents on issues with businesses. 
Visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
consumer to see how we can help you or 
call us on 0845 4040506.  The Citizens 
Advice Bureaux offer advice on a wide 
range of issues including debt, benefits, 
employment, housing and family issues. 
Visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk or call 
08444 111 444. Also, many people can 
get free legal advice under their home 
insurance policies; check yours to see if 
you can get assistance.  

Local publications for sale

Bernard O’Connor

Beating the bounds is a tradition going 
back several thousand years. Ensuring 
villagers knew the parish boundary 
became an important part of village 
life. This booklet examines the history 
of the procession walk in Gamlingay, 
Cambridgeshire, using evidence from a 
1601 map and other sources.
Price £5.00
Ships in 3–5 business days
www.lulu.com/spotlight/coprolite

Gamlingay Park in Cambridgeshire is 
not marked on today’s Ordnance Survey 
maps yet in the 18th century there was 
a fine Georgian mansion, landscaped 
gardens, a labyrinth, statues, an 
ornamental lake and two moon gates. It 
was built by Sir George Downing, one 
of the richest men in England, whose 
wealth was used to build Downing 
Street in London and Downing College 
in Cambridge. This book provides the 
historical background to an important 
part of Gamlingay’s history.

Price £8.00
Ships as above



The Police
Non-emergency number:

0345 456 4564

Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30
At the Almshouse Chapel


